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Roberta Murray, a 31-year-old Irish
national, has lived in Berlin for two and
a half years, putting on art exhibitions.
Murray has no criminal convictions,
and has a basic right to settle and work
anywhere in the European Union.

However, along with three other
pro-Palestinian activists, from Ireland,
Poland and the US, Murray is facing
deportation and a two-year ban on
re-entering Germany even before a
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legal appeal can be heard in court. “For
us to be threatened with deportation
because we don’t think murdering ba-
bies is OK is outrageous,” Murray said.

The deportations have become a
cause célèbre as the German state
struggles to reconcile its unstinting
support for Israel with the rule of law.

In an effort to atone for the Holo-
caust, Germany’s leaders have elevated
Israel’s security to a political impera-
tive. However, polls suggest that most
of the public is uncomfortable with
Israel’s actions in Gaza. During pro-

Palestinian protests, police have been
filmed using water cannon and, in some
cases, using violence against women. 

Murray and the other activists have
been involved in the protests from the
start. After a group occupied an office at
a Berlin university, all four had their
residency permits revoked. They have
been ordered to leave or face “coercive
government measures”, although none
has been found guilty of a crime.

Cooper Longbottom, 27, a US citizen
who is studying in Berlin, was also given
a two-year ban on entering any of the

29 countries in the Schengen area. The
letters revoking their permits were
signed by Engelhard Mazanke, director
of the local immigration authority, and
cited alleged offences investigated by
police. These included suggestions of
aggravated breaches of the peace, of
trying to free other protesters and of
insulting a police officer. The investi-
gation has not yet led to any charges. 

Although the presumption of
innocence is a fundamental principle of
German criminal law, it is not techni-
cally a requirement in residency rights.

Mazanke accused the activists of
supporting Hamas, “if only indirectly”.
Longbottom strongly denies any affili-
ation with the terrorist group. Their
lawyers argue that they have been
illegally denied due process and that
deportation is wildly disproportionate.

Murray said that German immigra-
tion law had frequently been weapon-
ised against non-white protesters to
shut down criticism of Israel. “We feel
this is only such a big story because
we’re white, unfortunately. These de-
portations are happening all the time.”

Human rights groups have accused
Sudanese government forces of repri-
sal killings in Khartoum after videos
emerged showing men being dragged
through the streets, beaten and shot.

Numerous videos showing summary
executions have been posted online
since March 26, when the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF) commander-in-
chief General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan
declared Khartoum liberated after his
troops routed Rapid Support Forces
(RSF) paramilitaries from the capital.

In one video, an emaciated and
wounded man was pulled along by jeer-
ing soldiers, thrown in a ditch and shot.
One of the soldiers knelt down and de-
capitated him with a knife, holding his
head aloft for the others to see.

been withheld to protect them, said
people accused of collaborating with
the RSF, including women, had been
paraded around in trucks. The witness
said that other civilians, including ERR
members, had been named on social
media with calls for them to be targeted.

In one video, collated by Avaaz, a
large, ululating crowd was seen gather-
ing outside a café before a soldier in
SAF uniform shot and killed a man in
civilian clothing. 

Another video showed two men
being forced to crawl across a road
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For all of mankind’s ambitions to create
a permanent base on the moon, the
main obstacles are the lack of a breath-
able atmosphere and water to drink.

The Japanese company Honda says
it can address this problem with an
energy farm that could produce electri-
city, oxygen and hydrogen using its fuel
cell technology. The system is similar to
home solar-powered battery systems
that generate and store electricity.

On the lunar surface, the sun’s energy
would be converted to electricity by a
field of solar panels. This would be split
by a high-pressure electrolysis unit into
oxygen and hydrogen. 

Part of the oxygen would be used by
astronauts for breathing. A fuel cell
system would use the rest of the oxy-
gen, as well as the hydrogen, to power
the colony. Water, a by-product of the
fuel cells, would be returned into the
system in a closed loop. 

The system does not require a hydro-
gen compressor, making it compact,
and it has a higher energy density than
storage batteries, making it relatively
low-mass — two variables that are
critical in space transport. Honda is
collaborating with the US aerospace
companies Sierra Space and Tec-Mas-
ters to test core components in orbit.Blessed leader Narendra Modi, the prime minister of India, offered prayers at the Jaya Sri Maha Bodhi sacred tree in Sri Lanka’s ancient city of Anuradhapura

‘Horrific’ reprisals caught on film
The videos, along with witness testi-

monies, chart killings taking place in
southern and eastern Khartoum by
armed men in uniform and civilian
clothes, apparently searching for RSF
collaborators.

Volker Turk, UN high commissioner
for human rights, said he was “utterly
appalled”. A UN review of the evidence
last week included “horrific” videos,
some including killers saying they were
punishing RSF collaborators. Turk said:
“Individual perpetrators, as well as
those with command responsibility,
must be held accountable.”

The civil war erupted in Khartoum in
April 2023 when two allies — the SAF
under Burhan and the RSF command-
ed by General Mohamed Hamdan Da-
galo — fell out over power-sharing. The
violence spread across the country, pre-
cipitating the world’s worst humanitar-
ian crisis. More than 12 million people
have been driven from their homes and
a further two million have fled abroad.
About 26 million are in urgent need of
food and more than 150,000 have died.

The US, leading the humanitarian
response, has given more than

$2 billion in aid to Sudan since the start
of the conflict. In November David
Lammy, the foreign secretary, said that
a reinvigorated commitment would
double Britain’s humanitarian assist-
ance to Sudan to £113 million.

The RSF, whose allies include the
United Arab Emirates, have previously
been accused of prime culpability for
war crimes, including rape, mass kill-
ings and genocide. However, the SAF
also faced allegations of war crimes, in-
cluding the killings of hundreds of
civilians in airstrikes on markets in the
Darfur region.

The most recent killings by SAF units
and affiliated groups in Khartoum
appear to follow a pattern of reprisals in
recently recaptured territory against ci-
vilians accused of collaborating with
the RSF. “We have witnessed people
beheaded or shot after a brief field trial
and others beaten on that day,” one
member of Khartoum’s community-
run emergency response rooms (ERR),
which supply humanitarian aid in the
city, told Avaaz, the online activist orga-
nisation specialising in rights abuses.

The ERR member, whose name has

while being struck with a baton or a
machete. A final clip showed dozens of
unarmed men, their hands bound be-
hind their backs, being repeatedly
whipped as they were led along a road
by armed soldiers.

Some reports referred to mass kill-
ings. Among those being assessed by
the UN Human Rights Office, one in-
stance involved at least 20 civilians, in-
cluding one woman, who were said to
have been killed by SAF and affiliated
militias in the Janoub al-Hezam area of
southern Khartoum.

In February, Amnesty International
said it had received reports of lists being
circulated of supposed “partners of the
RSF” that included the names of politi-
cians, medical workers, public prosecu-
tors and members of protest groups. 

A meeting co-hosted by the UK, EU,
France and Germany is due to take
place in London on April 15 to discuss
ways of alleviating the humanitarian
crisis and ending the conflict. The con-
ference has been criticised by Sudanese
officials aligned to the SAF, who have
not been invited, for including the UAE,
the main financier of the RSF.
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Sudanese government 
forces are killing 
civilians and 
captives, writes 
Anthony Loyd


